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Evidence for spirit.
[A.D. 1
people, such slanders between the contending parties, other disadvantages.    It is enough to allow the people remonstrate against the nomination of a minister for s reasons.'    (I suppose he meant heresy or immorality.)
He was engaged to dine abroad, and asked me to rel to him in the evening, at nine, which I accordingly did.
We drank tea with Mrs. Williams, who told us a stor second sight', which happened in Wales where she was b He listened to it very attentively, and said he should be j to have some instances of that faculty well authentica His elevated wish for more and more evidence for spirit opposition to the groveling belief of materialism, led hir a love of such mysterious disquisitions. He again8 ju observed, that we could have no certainty of the truth o pernatural appearances, unless something was told us w we could not know by ordinary means, or something c which could not be done but by supernatural power; Pharaoh in reason and justice required such evidence f Moses; nay, that our Saviour said,' If I had not done anthem the works which none other man did, they had not sin V He had said in the morning, that Macaulay's Hu of St. Kilda, was very well written, except some fop] about liberty and slavery. I mentioned to him that Ma lay told me, he was advised to leave out of his book wonderful story that upon the approach of a stranger al: inhabitants catch cold6; but that it had been so well aut ticated, he determined to retain it. JOHNSON. ' Sir, to L things out of a book, merely because people tell you 1 will not be believed, is meanness. Macaulay acted with r magnanimity.'
We talked of the Roman Catholick religion, and how 1 difference there was in essential matters between ours an JOHNSON. 'True, Sir; all denominations of Christians 1
1  See ante, ii. 12.
2  See/^, April 15,1778, note, and June 12, 1784.
3  See ante, i. 469.
4  St. John, xv. 24.
6 See note, p. 58 of this volume.    BOSWELL.
reanged.' Beattie would have found in inson's Dictionary an explanation of sunk ufum its--' To «>//•. /'«> 'press; to conceal1 'If sent with ready money to buy ni 1 you happen to be out of pocket, sink the money and take 'up )ds on account.' Swift's Rules to Servants, tt'wfa, viii. .J$fi, See ante, i. 521.
